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Victory  
for Monica’s  
world  
leading 
Free Period 
Products Bill   
After my four-year 
campaign to end period 
poverty, my Member’s Bill 
was unanimously passed 
by the Scottish Parliament on 24 November. This made 
Scotland the first country in the world to introduce free 
universal access to essential period products, including 
pads, tampons and reusables.

Campaigners in Lanarkshire and across Scotland have 
inspired me, including Lanarkshire Carers, Community 
Links, Stonehouse Girl Guides, Women’s Aid South 
Lanarkshire and South Lanarkshire College.

Scotland is the first country in the world to consign 
period poverty to history, but I hope we won’t be the last.

Member of the Scottish Parliament  
for Central Scotland Region

Monica
Lennon MSP

Contact me for advice or to  
discuss issues that the Scottish 
Parliament is responsible for.  

When face-to-face appointments  
or surgeries are not possible,  
my team and I can be contacted   
by telephone and email.

I am keen to hear your thoughts  
on how we can build back better, 
greener, fairer and healthier after 
the pandemic - please get in touch.
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Dear Constituent,

At the beginning of 2020, we could never have 
imagined that Covid-19 was about to turn our lives 
upside down. 

The tragic loss of life and the isolation that so many 
have endured has been devastating. 

Yet, in the face of adversity, our communities have 
pulled together like never before. I am grateful to all 
of our key workers and for the enormous sacrifices 
everyone has made, to protect our NHS and save 
lives. 

Representing you in Parliament is a huge privilege. 
As we approach 2021, I wish you and your family 
good health and happiness. Working together, we 
can focus on recovery and build a healthier, fairer 
and stronger Scotland.

I secured a commitment from the Scottish 
Government to introduce routine testing 
for all NHS and social care staff.
Expanding testing and speeding up 
contact tracing must be a priority  
and I will continue to push for more 
resources for Test and Protect.

Testing and Contact Tracing

My petition to South 
Lanarkshire Council to 
secure free parking in  
Hamilton was successful. 
It is a welcome reprieve 
until at least April 2021. 

Result on  
free parking

A message  
from 
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Standing up for our community
Decisions at the start of the pandemic, including discharging 
people from hospital into care homes, need to be examined.  
I support the need for an independent public inquiry.
The tragic loss of life in care homes has left thousands of 
families heartbroken. 
The loneliness and isolation arising from forced separation 
is taking its toll on people who live in care homes. Routine 
testing and access to PPE must be rolled out to support  
safe visiting.
I campaigned for a support 
fund for care workers 
and negotiated with the 
Scottish Government 
to get this into the 
coronavirus legislation.
I have joined forces  
with local campaigner 
Helen Biggins, who  
is fighting for an Older 
Person’s Commissoner  
to safeguard the human 
rights of older people.

Care Homes
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Parliamentary committees & cross-party groups
I was elected as the Deputy Convenor of the Covid-19 Committee. 
My role involves scrutinising the Scottish Government and 
experts on the Covid-19 regulations and restrictions. 

I successfully secured important amendments to the emergency 
Coronavirus legislation, including a requirement for the 
Care Inspectorate to report to Parliament on care home 
inspections throughout the pandemic.

Retailers and small businesses have 
been hit hard by the pandemic. Earlier 
this year, I called for a plan to bring the 
business community, political leaders  
and civic groups together to work on 
town centre recovery.
I have held positive talks with Lanarkshire 
Business Group, Hamilton BID, Hamilton 
Accies and the Federation of Small 
Business who all agree there is an  
urgent need for action.

Local Economy Recovery Plan 

Visit my website to find out more about the work I have been doing on your behalf

I chair the Scottish Parliament’s 
cross-party groups on Women’s 
Health, Drug and Alcohol Misuse  
and Construction.

More information about these groups 
and how to get involved is available 
at www.parliament.scot/msps

During the pandemic it has not been possible 
to visit local organisations - however, acts 
of kindness and local volunteering have 
not gone unnoticed. I lodged a motion in 
Parliament to congratulate Betty Carnihan 
from Larkhall and District Volunteer  
Group. Betty was crowned ‘Volunteer 
of the Year’ at the Age Scotland 2020 
awards. Well done to all our local heroes.

Recognising Local Heroes

Helen Biggins, Campaigner for  
an Older Person’s Commissoner


